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Local Food & Wine Sampler Showcase 
Sunday, March 30, 2008,  5pm-8pm – Kiehle Auditorium, University of Minnesota, Crookston 
 
5:00–6:00 pm  Local Food & Wine Sampler Showcase 
 
6:00–8:00 pm  Presentation by Congressman Collin C. Peterson 
   and Short Films & Clips about Local Foods 
 

 
 

Conference Program Schedule 
Monday, March 31, 2008,  8am-4pm – Bede Ballroom Student Center, University of Minnesota, Crookston 
 
8:00–8:45 am  Registration 
 
8:45–9:15 am  Welcome & Introductions 
   Master of Ceremonies: Teresa Spaeth, Executive Director, Agricultural Utilization Research Institute 
   Chancellor Charles Casey, University of Minnesota, Crookston 
 
   Collin C. Peterson, Chair 
   U.S. House Agriculture Committee 
 
9:15–10:00 am  Connecting Food to Land, Health and Economic Opportunity 
   Dr. Kate Clancy, Senior Policy Analyst for Union of Concerned Scientists 
 
10:00–10:30 am Growth in Local Food Economies – Trends and Indicators  
 Kenneth A. Meter, MPA, President of Crossroads Resource Center 
 
10:30–10:45 am  Break 
 
10:45–11:15 am Retail Sales of Local Foods, an Opportunity Ripe for the Picking 
 GiGi DiGiacomo, Endowed Chair for University of Minnesota, 
 College of Food, Agriculture and Natural Resource Sciences  
 
11:15–12:00 noon A Taste of the Region  
   Moderator: Jim Stordahl, Extension Educator 
    White Earth Local Foods Challenge – Stephanie Williams, WETCC 
        Native Harvest – Todd Sisson, Production Manager, Native Harvest  
   My Sisters Farm; A Local Foods Buying Club – Noreen Thomas   
 
12:00–1:00 pm  Locally Grown Foods Lunch & Exhibits and Poster Session 
 
1:00–1:45 pm Local Foods in Larger Markets: UM Crookston’s Story  
 Moderator: Barbara Muesing 

UM Crookston Story of Serving Local Foods – Brent Melsa 
Community Support Agriculture and Serving Institutional Markets – Mike Klawitter 

   Buy Fresh, Buy Local Red River Valley – Linda Kingery 
  

1:45–2:00 pm  Break 
 
2:00–3:30 pm   Gaining a Competitive Edge: a Sampler Plate  

Moderator: Mary Jo Forbord, Sustainable Farming Association 
Mark Askegaard – Organic Flax and Wheat  
Lynn Brakke – Organic Beef  
Dallas Flynn – Detroit Lakes Farmers Market 

   Rod & Sue Cloose – Blackstar Dairy – Retail  
   Terry Nennich – High Tunnel Technology & Organic Production Methods 
 
3:30–4:00 pm  Why Policy Matters & Wrap-Up 

Rob Larew, Chief of Staff, U.S. House of Representatives Agriculture Committee 
Terry VanDerPol, Community-Based Food Systems Project Director, Land Stewardship Project 

 The Home Grown Economy 2008 
Connecting Local Foods and Economic Opportunity 



 The Home Grown Economy 2008 
Highlights of the Keynote Speakers’ Presentations 

Dr. Kate Clancy 
Senior Policy Analyst for 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
 

Dr. Kate Clancy is one of the nation's leading 
authorities on food systems. She brings a 
wealth of experience on topics including food 
policy, sustainable agriculture, pasture 
production, organic food, food safety, advertising and 
messaging, food systems planning, and community nutrition.  
 

Dr. Clancy has a Ph.D. in Nutrition Sciences from the 
University of California at Berkeley and taught at 
Cornell and Syracuse Universities. She was nutritionist and 
policy advisor at the Federal Trade Commission and a 
resident fellow at the National Center for Food and 
Agriculture Policy. She has served on numerous boards and 
committees and is presently on the board of the Accokeek 
Foundation. She was a member of the Board on Agriculture 
Panel that produced the ground-breaking report 
"Alternative Agriculture" and has published and spoken 
widely on sustainable agriculture and food systems.  
 

Her present interests include the connected issues of 
farmland preservation and farm viability, policies and 
policy research that will advance the grazing sector, 
and the research needed to advance sustainable 
agriculture policy. 

GiGi DiGiacomo, Endowed Chair 
for University of Minnesota, 
College of Food, Agriculture 
and Natural Resource Sciences 
 

GiGi DiGiacomo is a consultant specializing 
in farm business management, marketing and 
planning. She is a co-author of "Building a Sustainable 
Business: A guide to developing a business plan for farms 
and rural businesses." Her recent work involves the 
development of organic marketing tools, such as the "Upper 
Midwest Organic Grain and Feedstuffs Bi-Weekly Report," 
and the collection of organic farmer and retailer data to 
learn more about organic marketing practices and resource 
needs in Minnesota.  This will provide valuable information 
about organic markets to producers, educators, lenders, and 
government agencies throughout the North Central region. 

Terry VanDerPol 
Community-Based Food 
Systems Project Director, 
Land Stewardship Project 
 

Terry VanDerPol has been an 
organizer with Land Stewardship 
Project in western Minnesota for 
over 10 years working in local 
food systems, public policy and 
on-farm biological planning and 
monitoring.  She was recently 
appointed the Director of Land 
Stewardship Project’s Community 
Based Food Systems program. She raises organic dairy 
heifers and grass fed beef with a partner in the Minnesota 
River Valley in Hawk Creek Township, Renville County, 
Minnesota. The beef is marketed directly to customers and 
through retail grocers and restaurants. 

    Beginning List  of Exhibitors  
  
 
 
 
 
 

• AURI – Ag Utilization Resource Institute 
• Minnesota Sustainable Farming Association 
• Small  Business Development Centers 
• Land Stewardship Project 
• Northwest Minnesota Foundation 
• Minnesota Grown 
• MN Dept of Agriculture 
• Renewing the Countryside 
• And More! 

Rob Larew, Chief of Staff, 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Agriculture Committee 
 

Rob Larew first worked for current 
Agriculture Committee Chairman Collin 
Peterson as a legislative assistant and press 
secretary from 1994 until 1996. He went on 
to work in the Senate as a legislative assistant for Senator 
Paul Wellstone before returning to Congressman Peterson’s 
office as Legislative Director in 1997. In 2004, Mr. Larew 
was named director of the Congressional and Public Affairs 
Office at the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service. When Congressman Peterson was 
named Ranking Member of the House Agriculture Committee 
in 2005, Mr. Larew returned to Capitol Hill to serve as 
Democratic Staff Director for the Committee. He now serves 
as Chief of Staff for the House Committee on Agriculture.  

Ken Meter, MPA 
President of Crossroads 
Resource Center 
 

Ken Meter, president of Crossroads 
Resource Center in Minneapolis, holds 35 
years experience in community capacity 
building as a researcher, journalist, 
educator, and administrator. His pioneering 
local economic analyses have helped spark local 
development in rural and urban locales across the U.S. 
Mr. Meter also coordinated public process and indicator 
development for the city of Minneapolis sustainability plan. 
He taught the economic history of U.S. agriculture at the 
University of Minnesota and serves as an economic and 
strategic advisor to the Aldo Leopold Center for 
Sustainable Agriculture.  



Welcome! 
  

One of my top priorities is to help develop economic opportunities for citizens in the 7th District’s rural, 
agriculture based economy. One of the most promising current developments is the fast growing 
interest in locally grown food. 
 
Businesses and consumers throughout the nation are showing increasing interest in purchasing fresh, 
locally grown, healthy food and that is creating new opportunities for farmers and residents of rural 
communities. Local food can provide opportunities for profit for farmers and other rural entrepreneurs 
and main street businesses who want to participate in processing and distributing food from the farm field to the local 
dinner plate. These opportunities can take the form of a direct relationship between the farmer and the end user or 
they can be expanded to include local processing and distribution functions that help meet the needs of larger retail 
and institutional customers. 
 
By sponsoring this conference I hope to provide constituents in the 7th District with an opportunity to learn about and to 
explore ways in which local food can become an economic development engine for farmers, rural communities and 
development organizations, and how we can all work together to meet growing market demands. 
  
I sponsored the first Home Grown Economy conference in 2007 and I anticipate that The Home Grown Economy 2008 
conference will continue to provide the format to promote new opportunities. I hope you will be able to participate in 
this pleasant, educational and productive day! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Collin C. Peterson, Member of Congress 

Conference Location: University of Minnesota, Crookston 
Parking: Park in Lot A or follow conference signs 
For directions to Crookston and campus, go to: 
www.umcrookston.edu/info/tours/directions.htm 
 

Hotel Reservations: Rooms have been secured at a group rate at local hotels 
For information contact the Congressman’s office at 218-847-5056 or 
Toni.Merdan@mail.house.gov 
Or contact Crookston Regional Center: 218-281-8027 or mleblanc@umn.edu 
Must make reservations prior to March 10th to receive group rates 
 

Conference registration fee includes food, beverage and conference material. 
FEE IS PAYABLE TO: 
University of Minnesota 
• Sunday Showcase: $15 
• Monday Conference:  $35 
• Student Conference Fee: $10 
 

Fill out form (below) and mail to:    
Northwest Regional Sustainable 
Development Partnership 
University of Minnesota 
262 Owen, 2900 University Ave. 
Crookston, MN 56716 
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SPACE IS LIMITED 
REGISTER EARLY! 
 
 

OR register and pay online 
by March 15, 2008 at: 
www.regionalpartnerships.umn.edu 
 
For weather concerns on day 
of conference call 218-847-5056 

Registration for The Home Grown Economy Showcase and/or Conference 2008 
 
Name  _____________________________________ Organization or Business ___________________________________________ 
 
Check Enclosed in Amount of $ ____ for:     Sunday Showcase ($15)           Monday Conference ($35)          Both Showcase & Conference ($50) 
 
                                                                Student Conference Fee ($10)                                    I have special needs. Please contact me. 
 

Mailing Address  ______________________________________________________City  ___________________________________ 
 
State  _____  Zip  ____________ Phone  _________________ Weekend Phone ________________ E-mail _____________________ 
 


